
January 7, 2025 

Amber Smith 
First Assistant Attorney General 
Via email: OGEU@ag.ks.gov 

Re: KOMA File PP-24-000272 
City of Council Grove 

Dear Ms. Smith: 

CITY Of COUNCIL GROVE • 205 UNION STREET • PO BOX 313 

COUNCIL GROVE, KS 66846 • 620-767-5417 • COUNCILGROVE.COM 

I have provided responses to each of your requests below. Please let me know if there is any other 
information that you need. 

1. The mayor serves a two-year term. Each council member serves a four-year term. The terms are 
staggered with one member from each ward on the ballot every two years. 

Debi Schwerdtfeger, Mayor, Took office in 2018 
Phone: 620-767-5169 Email: debiakajune@gmail.com 

Nathan Adams, Ward 1 Council Member, Took office in 2024 
Phone: 785-466-6339 Email: nathanadams54@gmail.com 

Denise Hartman, Ward 1 Council Member, Took office in 2022 
Phone: 620-767-2863 Email: dhart5695@gmail.com 

Mark Berner, Ward 2 Council Member, Took office in 2018 
Phone: 620-767-5004 Email: markmberner@gmail.com 

Sharon Haun, Ward 2 Council Member, Took office in 2015 
Phone: 620-767-6563 Email: khaun@tctelco .net 

Jason Booker, Ward 3 Council Member, Took office in 2018 
Phone: 316-871-5400 Email: jason@booker.net 

Sean Honer, Ward 3 Council Member, Took office in 2022 
Phone: 316-737-0016 Email: ward3cg@gmail.com 

2. No 



3. Mark Berner, Sharon Haun, and Jason Booker have attended trainings through the League of 
Municipalities. The Governing Body Handbook from the League of Municipalities is given to each 
council member upon taking office. 

4. A member of the public complained during public comment on November 5, 2024. His 
complaint was that the City Council approved a letter and made decisions during an executive 
session. The actions he mentioned were discussed and voted on in open session. 

5. The mayor generally prepares the motions to go into executive session, at times with the 
assistance of the city attorney. There are no written policies describing that process. We 
sometimes utilize the LKM Guide to the Open Meetings Act booklet. 

6. None 

7. Copies provided. 

8. The recoding can be accessed at https://vimeo.com/councilgroveks The motion is at 18:26 into 
the video. 

9. The justification and subject were mistakenly left out of the motion made for executive session 
on this occasion. There is a PowerPoint presentation (provided in the attachments) displayed 
during the meeting that showed the executive session for attorney client privilege regarding the 
city lake, and the agenda listed the same. However, when the motion was made it did not state 
the subject or justification and it was not caught in the moment by city staff or council members. 

The minutes reflect: Councilperson Sharon Haun made a motion to go into Executive Session for 
Attorney Client Privilege with Pat Riodan regarding the City Lake to include the Mayor, City 
Council, City Administrator and City Attorneys for 20 minutes. The motion was seconded by 
Councilperson Mark Berner. Motion carried 5 - 0. No action was taken. 

The recording reflects: "I move that we go into executive session for 20 minutes including the City 
Council present, the mayor, our city attorneys, Nick and attorney Mr. Riordan" from Coucilperson 
Haun with a second by Councilperson Berner. The vote was 5-0. 

The agenda listed: Executive Session -Attorney client privilege with Pat Riordan for City Lake. The 
agenda was email to the list of people requesting notice and posted online the Friday before the 
Tuesday meeting. 

The PowerPoint displayed during meeting listed: Executive Session -Attorney Client Privilege with 
Pat Riodan for City Lake. 

10. Full council and mayor, City Attorney Brian Henderson, Assistant City Attorney Molly Priest, 
Outside Counsel Pat Riordan (engaged for potential litigation regarding the city lake), City 
Administrator Nick Jones. 

Pat Riordan, phone 785-783-8323 
Riordan, Fincher & Mayo, P.A. 
3735 SW Wanamaker Road Suite A 
Topeka, Kansas 66610 



This response is true and accurate to the best of my knowledge and belief. 

~dif.,,c+ 
Debi Sch eger, Mayor 

~~·· 
Adams, Ward 1 Council Member 

Sharon Haun, Ward 2 Council Member 

sQ Honer,Ward 3 Council Member 
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C O U N C I L  G R O V E  •  T H E  F L I N T  H I L L S  
L I F E

Tuesday October 1, 2024

Welcome and Call to Order



C O U N C I L  G R O V E  •  T H E  F L I N T  H I L L S  
L I F E



C O U N C I L  G R O V E  •  T H E  F L I N T  H I L L S  
L I F E

 Items not already on the agenda may be brought before 

the Governing body.  

 Persons must sign in to be eligible. 

 Three-minute time limit.

 After three minutes, items will then be voted on to see 

whether to place the item on the next agenda. 



C O U N C I L  G R O V E  •  T H E  F L I N T  H I L L S  
L I F E

 Minutes from the previous regular meeting

 Appropriations

 Cabin Transfers: I-24

 Application for Retail Liquor by the Package: Bootleggers 

Liquor LLC



C O U N C I L  G R O V E  •  T H E  F L I N T  H I L L S  
L I F E

 Safe Routes to School: Update 

◦ Bettis Construction plans to pour around 200 yards of concrete over the 

next 2 weeks. Starting by the High School moving west and then up N 

Chautauqua.



C O U N C I L  G R O V E  •  T H E  F L I N T  H I L L S  
L I F E

 Discussion regarding the City taking over Convention & Visitor Bureau 

(CVB).



C O U N C I L  G R O V E  •  T H E  F L I N T  H I L L S  
L I F E

Assistance to Firefighters Grant

The AFG (Assistance to Firefighters Grant) program provides financial assistance to 

fire departments, nonaffiliated emergency medical service (EMS) organizations, and 

state fire training academies. It aims to enhance the health and safety of first responders 

and improve their abilities to protect the public from fire and fire-related hazards.



C O U N C I L  G R O V E  •  T H E  F L I N T  H I L L S  
L I F E

Name of Event: Sethfest

Date of Event: Saturday October 12, 2024 

Time of Event: 11am – 11pm



C O U N C I L  G R O V E  •  T H E  F L I N T  H I L L S  
L I F E

The Police and Fire Committee recommend the Council appoint of Jesse McDonald to 

Volunteer Firefighter for the City of Council Grove Fire Department. This appointment 

is contingent on passing a physical, drug and alcohol screening. 



C O U N C I L  G R O V E  •  T H E  F L I N T  H I L L S  
L I F E

 Correction of Alley Vacate Ordinance #2270 

◦ Correction from First Addition TO Moser First Addition  



C O U N C I L  G R O V E  •  T H E  F L I N T  H I L L S  
L I F E

 Executive Session –Attorney Client Privilege with Pat Riodan for City Lake



C O U N C I L  G R O V E  •  T H E  F L I N T  H I L L S  
L I F E

 An opportunity for the Governing Body to discuss 

items not already on the agenda.



C O U N C I L  G R O V E  •  T H E  F L I N T  H I L L S  
L I F E

 ADJOURNMENT



















































































City Council Meeting Minutes 
September 3, 2024 

WELCOME AND CALL TO ORDER 
Mayor Debi Schwertfeger called the regular City Council Meeting to order. Council members 
present were Jason Booker, Mark Bemer, Sean Honer Nathan Adams, and Sharon Haun also 
present were the City Administrator Nick Jones and City Attorney Molly Priest, Others attending 
were Jan Sciacca, Josh Sciacca, Ryan McDonald, Angie Schwerdtfeger, Karen Exon, Pastor 
Billy Kryger, Ben Moore, Taylor Helpingstine, Brett Waggoner, James Crosby, Shelley 
Dunham, Vern Hay. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

INVOCATION: 
PASTOR BILLY KRY GER 

PUBLIC HEARING: 
• EXCEEDING REVENUE NEUTRAL RATE

Mayor Debi Schwerdtfeger opened the Public Hearing for Exceeding the Revenue Neutral Rate 
with Resolution 090324-01, which stated the city would be exceeding the RNR calculated by the 
Morris County Clerk to be 66.747 mills to collect the same tax revenue as last year. The city 
proposed a mill levy of 67 mills, which is a reduction from the 70 mills collected for 2024 
budget year a difference of 3.037 mill reduction saving taxpayers $49,730.88 in new taxes. The 
city will still collect $4,215 in new taxes. There was no comment, and a motion was made by 
Councilperson Jason Booker to pass Resolution 090324-01 to Exceed Revenue Neutral Rate. 
The motion was seconded by Councilperson Sean Honer. Motion carried 5 - 0 

• BUDGET HEARING
Mayor Debi Schwerdtfeger opened the Budget Hearing for the Proposed 2025 Budget and 
opened the floor for anyone who had questions or concerns. No comments were made, and a 
motion was made by Councilperson Mark Bemer to approve the 2025 Budget. The motion was 
seconded by Councilperson Sharon Haun. Motion carried 5 - 0 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 
Jim Crosby with the Council Grove Softball Club said they will have their first torãament on 
Sunday September 8th to benefit Faith Campbell who is battling cancer. Mr. Crosby said in the 9 
years the Softball Club has been around that they have raised around $99,000 dollars. Mr. 
Crosby invited everyone to the game. 

CONSENT AGENDA: 
Councilperson Sean Honer made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda as presented in the 
packet. Councilperson Sharon Haun seconded the motion. Motion Carried 5 - 0 The consent 
agenda consisted of: 

• August 19, 2024, Minutes
• August 27, 2024, Special Meeting Minutes
• August 19, 2024, to Current Appropriations.
• Cabin Transfers: NIA

OLD BUSINESS 
• Safe Routes to School: Update

City Administrator Nick Jones informed the Council that Bettis Construction has started
the Safe Routes to School project and will start by the High School and work west and
then move to the east side of town.

NEW BUSINESS 
• Katy Depot: Ben Moore Studio, LLC - Ben Moore - Governmental Assistance

Services - Brett Waggoner: 
Ben Moore and Taylor Helpingstine with Ben Moore Studio, LLC presented design plans 
to the Council for the Katy Depot. Discussion center mostly around ADA compliant 
restrooms and if there was a need for 4 bathrooms. The Council decided to focus on just 
two restrooms. One restroom for the Chamber Office and one public restroom that is 
accessible from outside and would be on a timer to lock and unlock. Ben Moore said the 



estimated cost of all the renovations at this time is $864,000 without any items being 
removed or added. 
Brett Waggoner with Govenßental Assistance Services and Western Consultants 
updated the City Council regarding the LMI Survey his company is doing on behalf of 
the city. Mr. Waggoner said the survey is going well and should be completed around the 
middle of the month. Mr. Waggoner said the city will have a 25% match toward the 
grant. Waggoner also said that if the city could get an outside entity to contribute 10% 
toward the match that it would add 10 points to the score total for when CDBG decides 
who to award funding to. Waggoner said there are also state tax credits that could be 
reimbursed to the city of around $80,000. 

• Planning and Zoning Recommendation: Building Application
City Administrator Nick Jones read the recommendation from the Planning and Zoning
Commission to the City Council to approve the building application for 121 Liberty in
Council Grove for Skip Cansler to building a storage building with a variance to allow it
to be built in the 5-foot setback to line up with the existing building that is located on the
property line. After discussion Councilperson Sean Honer made a motion to approve the
recommendation from the Planning and Zoning Commission. The motion was seconded
by Councilperson Mark Bemer. Motion carried 5 - 0

• Work Study: Council Grove Area Trade and Tourism:
The Council set a work study with the Chamber board on Tuesday September 10, 2024,
at 5:30pm at the Katy Depot.

GOVERNING BODY COMMENTS
• Mayor Debi Schwerdtfeger -NI A 
• Councilperson Mark Berner -NI A
• Councilperson Denise Hartman -Absent
• Councilperson Sean Honer -NI A
• Councilperson Nathan Adams -NIA
• Councilperson Sharon Haun -NI A
• Councilperson Jason Booker-NIA
• City Attorney Brian Hend-erson - Absent 
• Assistant City Attorney Molly Priest -NI A
• City Administrator Nick Jones -NI A
• Mayor Schwerdtfeger asked for a motion to adjorã. Councilperson Jason Booker made a

��
tion to adjorã
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Councilperson Nathan Adams seconded the motion. Motion carried 5 
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City Council Meeting Minutes 
September 17, 2024 

WELCOME AND CALL TO ORDER 
Mayor Debi Schwertfeger called the regular City Council Meeting to order. Council members 
present were Jason Booker, Mark Bemer, Sean Honer Nathan Adams, and Sharon Haun also 
present were the City Administrator Nick Jones and City Attorney Molly Priest, Others attending 
were Jan Sciacca, Ryan McDonald, Taylor Helpingstine, Vern Hay, Taylor Adams, Annette 
Adams, Charles Walker, Brian Pangbrã. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

INVOCATION: 
Denise Hartman 

PUBLIC HEARING: 
Mayor Debi Schwerdtfeger opened the public hearing on Alley Vacates starting with Bill Rice 
Jr.: Ordinance #2268, City Attorney Molly Priest presented the ordinance to the Council. After 
discussion Councilperson Jason Booker made a motion to approve ordinance #2268. The motion 
was seconded by Councilperson Sharon Haun. Motion carried 6 - 0 

Mayor Schwertfeger read ordinance #2269 for Stephen Cabezut request to have an alley vacated. 
With no comment from the Council. Councilperson Jason Booker made a motion to approve 
ordinance #2269. The motion was seconded by Councilperson Nathan Adams. 
Motion carried 6 - 0. 

Mayor Schwertfeger read ordinance #2270 for Annette Adams request to have an alley vacated. 
With no comment from the Council. Councilperson Sean Honer made a motion to approve 
ordinance #2269. The motion was seconded by Councilperson Denise Hartman. 
Motion carried 6 - 0. 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 
NIA 

CONSENT AGENDA: 
Councilperson Sean Honer made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda as presented in the 
packet. Councilperson Sharon Haun seconded the motion. Motion Carried 5 - 0 The consent 
agenda consisted of: 

• September 3, 2024, Minutes
• September 3, 2024, to Current Appropriations.
• Cabin Transfers: NIA

OLD BUSINESS 
• Safe Routes to School: Update

City Administrator Nick Jones informed the Council that Bettis Construction has strÕed
the Safe Routes to School project and has started by the High School working west and
then will move to the east side of town. Bettis has also started work on the box culvert on
8th street.

NEW BUSINESS 
• Katy Depot: Ben Moore Studio, LLC - Taylor Helpingstine

Taylor Helpingstine with Ben Moore Studio, LLC presented the changes to the Katy
Depot that were discussed in the previous council meeting and at the work study at the
Katy Depot with Ben Moore. Mrs. Helpingstine also presented a cost estimate update of
$820,930.66 for the project. City Administrator Nick Jones advised the Council that they
would need to decide to move forward with the grant or not as the deadline was coming
up. Administrator Jones also told the Council that he had spoken to Brett Waggoner with
W estem Consultants who is the company conducting the LMI survey for the city. Jones
said that Mr. Waggoner was positive that the outcome of the srëey would make Council
Grove eligible for CDBG grants. Councilperson Jason Booker made a motion to approve
moving forward with the scope of work and the grant submission. The motion was
seconded by Councilperson Denise Hartman. Motion carried 6 - 0



• Standard TrafÏc Ordinance: Ordinance #2271
City Attorney Brian Henderson presented Standard TrafÏc Ordinance #2271. Mr.
Henderson told the Council that these need to be updated periodically when new versions
are available. Councilperson Mark Bemer made an emotion to approve ordinance #2271.
The motion was seconded by Councilperson Denise Hartman. Motion carried 6 - 0

• Uniform Public Offense Code: Ordinance #2272
City Attorney Brian Henderson presented Uniform Public Offense Code Ordinance
#2272. Mr. Henderson told the Council that these need to be updated periodically when
new versions are available. Councilperson Mark Bemer made an emotion to approve
ordinance #2272. The motion was seconded by Councilperson Denise Hartman. Motion
carried 6- 0

• Appointment of Charles Walker to Class A Police Officer
Mayor Debi Schwerdtfeger read the recommendation of the Police and Fire Committee to
appoint Charles Walker to Class A OfÏcer at a pay rate of $23. 00 per hour contingent on
passing a physical, drug and alcohol screening and psychological test. Mayor
Schwerdtfeger asked for a motion to approve the appointment. A motion was made by
Councilperson Sean Honer to approve the appointment. The motion was seconded by
Councilperson Sharon Haun. Motion carried 6- 0

• Appointment of Brian Pangburn to Class A Police Officer
Mayor Debi Schwerdtfeger read the recommendation of the Police and Fire Committee to
appoint Brian Pangbrã to Class A Officer at a pay rate of $24.00 per hour contingent on
passing a physical, drug and alcohol screening and psychological test. Mayor
Schwerdtfeger asked for a motion to approve the appointment. A motion was made by
Councilperson Denise Hartman to approve the appointment. The motion was seconded by
Councilperson Jason Booker. Motion carried 6- 0

• Constitution Week Proclamation
Mayor Debi Schwerdtfeger asked Donna Bundy with the DAR Chapter to say a few
words about Constitution Week. Mrs. Bundy told the Council the Constitution Week was
started by President Eisenhower in 1955 who signed the bill into law proclaiming
September 17th through September 23rd Constitution Week. Mayor Schwerdtfeger read
through the Proclamation and declared September 17th through the 23rd as Constitution
Week in Council Grove. A motion was made by Councilperson Denise Hartman to
approve the Proclamation for Constitution Week. The motion was seconded by
Councilperson Sharon Haun. Motion Carried 6 - 0

• Appointment of Lisa Good to City Treasurer
Mayor Debi Schwerdtfeger read the recommendation of the OfÏce Committee to appoint
Lisa Good to City Treasurer at a payrate of $400 per month with a effective date of
October 1, 2024. A motion was made by Councilperson Jason Booker to accept the
appointment. The motion was seconded by Councilperson Sharon Haun.
Motion carried 5 - 0 - Councilperson Hartman stepped out of the meeting.

• Executive Session - Attorney Client Privilege with Pat Riodan for City Lake
City Administrator Nick Jones informed the Council there was no update.

GOVERNING BODY COMMENTS 
■ Mayor Debi Schwerdtfeger - NI A
■ Councilperson Mark Berner - NI A
■ Councilperson Denise Hartman - Said she is excited about the Katy Depot project and

seeing it be used.
■ Councilperson Sean Honer - NI A
■ Councilperson Na than Adams - NI A
■ Councilperson Sharon Haun - Glad to see things happing around town.
■ Councilperson Jason Booker - NI A
■ City Attorney Brian Henderson - NI A
■ Assistant City Attorney Molly Priest - NI A
■ City Administrator Nick Jones-NIA



• Standard TrafÏc Ordinance: Ordinance #2271
City Attorney Brian Henderson presented Standard TrafÏc Ordinance #2271. Mr.
Henderson told the Council that these need to be updated periodically when new versions
are available. Councilperson Mark Bemer made an emotion to approve ordinance #2271.
The motion was seconded by Councilperson Denise HÕßan. Motion carried 6 - 0

• Uniform Public Offense Code: Ordinance #2272
City Attorney Brian Henderson presented Uniform Public Offense Code Ordinance
#2272. Mr. Henderson told the Council that these need to be updated periodically when
new versions are available. Councilperson Mark Bemer made an emotion to approve
ordinance #2272. The motion was seconded by Councilperson Denise Hartman. Motion
carried 6- 0

• Appointment of Charles Walker to Class A Police OfÏcer
Mayor Debi Schwerdtfeger read the recommendation of the Police and Fire Committee to
appoint Charles Walker to Class A OfÏcer at a pay rate of $23 .00 per hour contingent on
passing a physical, drug and alcohol screening and psychological test. Mayor
Schwerdtfeger asked for a motion to approve the appointment. A motion was made by
Councilperson Sean Honer to approve the appointment. The motion was seconded by
Councilperson Sharon Haun. Motion carried 6- 0

• Appointment of Brian Pangburn to Class A Police OfÏcer
Mayor Debi Schwerdtfeger read the recommendation of the Police and Fire Committee to
appoint Brian Pangbrã to Class A OfÏcer at a pay rate of $24.00 per hour contingent on
passing a physical, drug and alcohol screening and psychological test. Mayor
Schwerdtfeger asked for a motion to approve the appointment. A motion was made by
Councilperson Denise HÕßan to approve the appointment. The motion was seconded by
Councilperson Jason Booker. Motion carried 6- 0

• Constitution Week Proclamation
Mayor Debi Schwerdtfeger asked Donna Bundy with the DAR Chapter to say a few
words about Constitution Week. Mrs. Bundy told the Council the Constitution Week was
started by President Eisenhower in 1955 who signed the bill into law proclaiming
September 17th through September 23rd Constitution Week. Mayor Schwerdtfeger read
through the Proclamation and declared September 17th through the 23rd as Constitution
Week in Council Grove. A motion was made by Councilperson Denise Hartman to
approve the Proclamation for Constitution Week. The motion was seconded by
Councilperson Sharon Haun. Motion Carried 6 - 0

• Appointment of Lisa Good to City Treasurer
Mayor Debi Schwerdtfeger read the recommendation of the OfÏce Committee to appoint
Lisa Good to City Treasurer at a payrate of $400 per month with a effective date of
October 1, 2024. A motion was made by Councilperson Jason Booker to accept the
appointment. The motion was seconded by Councilperson Sharon Haun.
Motion carried 5 - 0 - Councilperson Hartman stepped out of the meeting.

• Executive Session - Attorney Client Privilege with Pat Riodan for City Lake
City Administrator Nick Jones informed the Council there was no update.

GOVEN�NG BODY COM�NTS 
• Mayor Debi Schwerdtfeger - NI A
• Councilperson Mark Berner - NI A
■ Councilperson Denise Hartman - Said she is excited about the Katy Depot project and

seeing it be used.
• Councilperson Sean Honer - NI A
• Councilperson Nathan Adams-NIA
• Councilperson Sharon Haun - Glad to see things happing around town.
1b Councilperson Jason Booker-NIA
• City Attorney Brian Henderson - NI A
• Assistant City Attorney Molly Priest - NI A
1b City Administrator Nick Jones - NI A



-
■ Mayor Schwerdtfeger asked for a motion to adjourn. Councilperson Mark Bemer made a

motion to adjorã. Councilperson Sharon Haun seconded the motion.
Motion carried6 - 0
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City Council Meeting Minutes 
October 1, 2024 

WELCOME AND CALL TO ORDER 
Mayor Debi Schwertfeger called the regular City Council Meeting to order. Council members 
present were Jason Booker, Mark Bemer, Denise Hartman, Nathan Adams, and Sharon Haun 
also present were the City Administrator Nick Jones and City Attorney Molly Priest, Others 
attending were Jan Sciacca, Ryan McDonald, Angie Schwerdtfeger, Steve Crichton, Julie 
Crichton, Pat Riordon, Ashely McKnight, Karen Exon, Zoey Bond-Wadick, 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

INVOCATION: 
Denise Hartman 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 
NIA 

CONSENT AGENDA: 
Councilperson Jason Booker made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda as presented in the 
packet. Councilperson Sharon Haun seconded the motion. Motion Carried 5 - 0 The consent 
agenda consisted of: 

• September 17, 2024, Minutes
• September 17, 2024, to Current Appropriations.
• Cabin Transfers: I-24
• Application for Retail Liquor by the package: Bootleggers Liquor LLC.

OLD BUSINESS 
• Safe Routes to School: Update

City Administrator Nick Jones told the Council that Bettis is working on the Flint Hills
Trail heading west and will tum and go north up N. Chautauqua. Bettis is plnÏing on
pouring around 200 yards of concrete in the next 2 weeks.

NEW BUSINESS 
• Council Grove Area Trade & Tourism Association: Convention & Visitor Bureau (CVB):

City Administrator continued a conversation started at a pervious Council meeting
regarding the city taking over the CVB for the Chamber and said the Steve White with
the Chamber Board attended a County Commissioner meeting to inquire if the County
would be willing to transfer the $25,000 in uÔding to the city to run the CVB that was
previously giving to the Chamber. Mr. White informed Administrator Jones that the
County agreed to transferring the money to the city for the CVB. Councilperson Nathan
Adams asked what the position would pay, and Administrator Jones said that hasn't been
decided, but could range from $40,000 to $60,000 depending on qualifications. After
discussion Councilperson Jason Booker made a motion to approve taking over the CVB
from the Chamber. The motion was seconded by Councilperson Denise Hartman. Motion
carried 5 - 0.

• Police/Fire Committee Recommendation: Fire Department Grant: Steve Crichton:
The Police and Fire Committee recommends the Council approve applying for the AFG
(Assistance to Firefighters Grant) program provides financial assistance to fire
deprÕments, nonaffiliated emergency medical service (EMS) organizations, and state fire
training academies. It aims to enhance the health and safety of first responders and
improve their abilities to protect the public from fire and fire-related hazards. Assistant
Fire Chief Steve Crichton spoke to the Council regarding the grant and that it would be
used to replace the aging SCP AS equipment that is no longer serviceable. The cost of the
SCP AS equipment is $10,000 per set and the Fire DeprÕment needs 19 sets. City
Administrator Nick Jones said the cost to write the grant is $5,000 and the match for the
grant is $5,000, which can be split between the city and rural fire contract. After
discussion Councilperson Mark Bemer made a motion to approve the $10,000 for writing
the grant and the match. The motion was seconded by Councilperson Denise Hartman.
Motion passed 5 - 0



• Community Events Application: Sethfest - Renee Berner:City Administrator Nick Joens presented a Community Events Application for Sethfest.Administrator Jones said the event will take place on Saturday October 12 from 10am to11 pm and asked for permission to hold the event downtown and requested the use of 6polycarts and Police presences in the area. Ashley McKnight representing theCommunity Arts Council was present to answer any questions about the event. Afterdiscussion Councilperson Sharon Haun made a motion to approve the application. Themotion was seconded by Councilperson Jason Booker. Motion carried 5 -0
• Police and Fire Committee Recommendation: Appointment of Jesse McDonald:Mayor Debi Schwerdtfeger read the recommendation from the Police and FireCommittee to appoint Jesse McDonald to Volunteer Firefighter for the City of CouncilGrove Fire Department. This appointment is contingent on passing a physical, drug andalcohol screening. Councilperson Denise HrÕman made a motion to approve theappointment. The motion was seconded by Councilperson Nathan Adams.Motion carried 5 -0
• Alley Vacate Ordinance #2270: Correction:City Administrator Nick Jones said that the Morris County Deeds office said thatordinance 2270 need to be corrected from First Addition to Moser First Addition to besubmitted. After discussion Councilperson Jason Booker made a motion to make thecorrection. The motion was seconded by Councilperson Nathan Adams. Motion carried 5-0
• Executive Session - Attorney Client Privilege with Pat Riodan for City LakeCouncilperson Sharon Haun made a motion to go into Executive Session for Attorney Client

Privilege with Pat Riodan regarding the City Lake to include the Mayor, City Council, City
Administrator and City Attorneys for 20 minutes. The motion was seconded by Councilperson
Mark Bemer. Motion carried 5 - 0. No action was taken.

GOVERNING BODY COMMENTS 
■ Mayor Debi Schwerdtfeger -NI A
■ Councilperson Mark Berner -NI A
■ Councilperson Denise Hartman -Prayers for the Lineman working the hurricanedisaster.
■ Councilperson Sean Honer -Absent
■ Councilperson Nathan Adams -NIA• Councilperson Sharon Haun -Hopes everyone enjoys Sethfest.
■ Councilperson Jason Booker - Excited for Fall.
■ City Attorney Brian Henderson -NI A
■ Assistant City Attorney Molly Priest -NI A
■ City Administrator Nick Jones -NIA

■ Mayor Schwerdtfeger asked for a motion to adjourn. Councilperson Denise Hartmanmade a motion to adjourn. Councilperson Nathan Adams seconded the motion.Motion carried 5 -0
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City Council Meeting Minutes 
November 5, 2024 

WELCOME AND CALL TO ORDER 
Mayor Debi Schwertfeger called the regular City Council Meeting to order. Council members 
present were Jason Booker, Mark Bemer, Denise Hartman, Sean Honer, Nathan Adams, and 
Sharon Haun also present were the City Administrator Nick Jones and City Attorney Brian 
Henderson and Molly Priest, Others attending were Jan Sciacca, Angie Schwerdtfeger, Pat 
Riordan, Karen Exon, Sharon Mc Vay, Fred Bammes, Mollie Avery, Daniel Winter, John Petz, 
Don Moller, Steve Crichton, Robert Herbig, Larry KrÏs, Marty Wright, Bob Hiebert, Shelley 
DnÝam, Gary Catlin, Cody Catilin, David Fox, Annie McDiffett, Maggie Ziegenhert, Annette 
Adams, Taylor Adams, Jesse Knight, Ryan McDonald, Julie Hower, Ryan Moss, Linda 
Cosgrove, Pastor Billy Kryger, Vern Hay, Terry Humpries. 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 
Marty Wright addressed the Council regarding concerns with the city trying to annex Council Grove City 
Lake, Mr. Wright said he felt bullied by the letter that was sent out to the lake residents and how a lease 
that has been in place for 12 years is now not considered legal. Mr. Wright also brought up instances 
where sewer mains around other lakes have broken and caused more pollution to the water then the 
current septic systems do now. 

Don Moller the Council Grove Lake Association President addressed the Council regarding what he 
believes are violations of the Kansas Open Meetings Act. Mr. Moller listed off 7 different insistent that he 
considered violations of KOMA taking in Executive Session. 1.) Intention to terminate lease, 2.) Sale 
Price of $25,000, 3.) Establishing a date for response of November 15, 2024. 4.) Allowing those 
financially unable to work with the city to affect sale. 5.) Determining that the city will proceed with a 
lawsuit against any that do not agree to move forward with the sale. 6.) Those that do not agree will be 
ineligible to purchase lots in the future, 7.) Approval of the letter in its final form in Executive session. 

Taylor Adams with Adams Homestore read a letter signed by some of the Council Grove businesses 
regarding the actions taken by the City Council and the potential effects it could have on local businesses 
and urged the City Council to hold on their intended actions before moving forward with plans for 
annexation and litigation toward the lake leaseholders without a better understanding of the impact this 
will have on all citizens, leaseholders, and business owners. Mr. Adams read through the list of Business 
owners that signed the letter. 

Terry Humpries, a lake leaseholder addressed the City Council and asked them to take a new approach of 
collaboration with the Lake Residents instead of an ultimatum. Mrs. Humpries said through the years 
Lake Residents that they wish to have stability and to own their lots and for more than a decade the lake 
residents have proposed different approaches to accomplish this. Mrs. Humpries said that the desires have 
been made public and are a part of the City Lake Association Master Plan, which is posted on the website. 
Mrs. Humpries asked that we work together for the benefit of all. 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
Councilperson Jason Booker made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda as presented in the packet. 
Councilperson Nathan Adams seconded the motion. Motion Carried 5 - 0 The consent agenda consisted 
of: 

• October 15, 2024, Minutes
• October 15, 2024, to Current Appropriations.
• Cabin Transfers: NI A
• Corporate Application for License to Sell Cereal Malt Beverages: Dollar General

OLD BUSN�SS 

• Safe Routes to School: Update
o City Administrator Nick Jones told the Council that Bettis is almost finished up with

the work on the West side of town and has started on the sidewalks on the east
side of town. There have been few issues or complaints. Things are going well.

• Street Scape-KDOT TA Grant: Update
o City Administrator Nick Jones informed the Council that paperwork has been

signed and submitted to KDOT. Jason Hoskinson with BG Consultants is working
on an agreement for design and engineering. Once the agreement is signed, we
can start working on completing a design for the area.



NEW BUSINESS 
• OfÏce Committee Recommendation - Job Description/Pay - CVB Director Position

City Administrator Nick Jones read the recommendation from the OfÏce Committee to approve
the job description for the CVB Director position with a pay range of $16.50 to $30.00 per hour.
After discussion Councilperson Jason Booker made a recommendation to approve the job
description for the CVB Director with a pay range of $16.50 - $30.00. The motion was seconded
by Councilperson Sharon Haun. Motion carried 6 - 0

• Police/Fire Committee Recommendation: Fire Department Grant: Steve Crichton:
City Administrator Nick Jones read the recommendation from the Police and Fire Committee to
approve the purchase of a 2024 RAM3500 Tradesman REG Cab 60' CIA 4x4 from
Bolton Auto for the Fire Department to replace one of the Grass Trucks at a price of
$62,787 and to purchase a 9'6" Flatbed with lights from Gary's Speed Shop for $2,995
and to have K& M Welding to do modifications to the bed and install for $2,690.
Mounting of tank and misc. plumbing with be charged at $85.00 per hour with payments
coming from the Rural Fire Contract. Steve Crichton with the Council Grove Fire
Department also spoke to the council regarding the purchase and told them that to buy a
truck outfitted would cost around $200,000 and the city doing it would cost under
$100,000. After discussion Councilperson Mark Berner made a motion to approve the
recommendation of the Police/Fire Committee to purchase the new fire truck with
payments coming from the Rural Fire Contracts. The motion was seconded by
Councilperson Sean Honer. Motion carried 6 - 0

• Executive Session: Attorney Client Privilege - Data Relating to Financial Affairs of an
Outside Corporation: 
There was no update regarding Data Relating to Financial Affairs of an Outside Corporation. 

• Executive Session - Attorney Client Privilege with Pat Riodan for City Lake
Executive Session was changed to having Attorney Pat Riodan present the Council with a
draft contract for the sale of the lake lots to the current leaseholders. There was much
discussion between the Council and Lake lease holders regarding the sale of the lots.
Councilperson Mark Berner asked the group why they wouldn't want to buy their lots for
$25,000 as it was a very fair price. A lake lease holder responded by saying tax
implications as the reason they do not want to own their lot. Leaseholder Shelley
Dunham said she would not take the lot even if it was given to her and that she would see
us in court. After more discussion Councilperson Jason Booker made a motion to approve
the draft of the contract with the authorization for City Administrator Nick Jones and City
Attorney Brian Henderson to work with Attorney Pat Riodan to finalize the contract. The
motion was seconded by Councilperson Mark Berner. Motion carried 6 - 0

GOVERNING BODY COMMENTS 
■ Mayor Debi Schwerdtfeger - said she liked seeing folks bringing their kids downtown.
■ Councilperson Mark Berner -NI A
■ Councilperson Denise Hartman - said she loves this community and that is why she

gets emotional about it.
■ Councilperson Sean Honer -NI A
■ Councilperson Nathan Adams -NIA
■ Councilperson Sharon Haun - said excited about SRTS and the Streetscape project for

downtown.
■ Councilperson Jason Booker- said here comes winter, cold and windy. SRTS is

looking great.
■ City Attorney Brian Henderson - recommended Council attend League of

Municipalities Conferences in the future.
■ Assistant City Attorney Molly Priest -NI A
■ City Administrator Nick Jones - said the Washunga Days committee has asked the city

to get bids to add more fence are the riverwalk for events.

■ Mayor Schwerdtfeger asked for a motion to adjorã. Councilperson Denise Hartman
made a motion to adjorã. Councilperson Nathan Adams seconded the motion.
Motion carried 5 - 0



ATTEST: 

Nick Jones 
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City Council Meeting Minutes 
November 19, 2024 

WELCOME AND CALL TO ORDER 
Mayor Debi Schwertfeger called the regular City Council Meeting to order. Council members 
present were Jason Booker, Mark Bemer, Denise Hartman, and Nathan Adams, also present 
were the City Administrator Nick Jones and City Attorney Brian Henderson and Molly Priest, 
Others attending were Jan Sciacca, Karen Exon, Steven Jess, Julie Richardson, Brain Richards, 
Shelley Dunham, Ryan McDonald, Taylor Adams, Vern Hay 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

PUBLIC COMMENT: NIA

CONSENT AGENDA: 
Councilperson Jason Booker made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda as presented in the packet. 
Councilperson Denise Hartman seconded the motion. Motion CrÓied 4 - 0 The consent agenda consisted 
of: 

• October 5, 2024, Minutes
• October 5, 2024, to Current Appropriations.
• Cabin Transfers: G-7, R-6, G-2

OLD BUSINESS 

• Safe Routes to School: Update
o City Administrator Nick Jones told the Council that Bettis has been delayed some

because of all the rain but plans to start back soon completing the SRTS project.

• Street Scape-KDOT TA Grant: Update
o City Administrator Nick Jones informed the Council the city is waiting on a

notice to proceed and the fully executed City/State agreement. The city will have
to follow the Quality Based Selection process for selecting an engineering firm
for the pre-construction engineering and project management.

• Water and Sewer Project: Update
o City Administrator Nick Jones informed the Council the City of Council Grove

received notice from the Kansas Water Pollution Control Revolving Fund that it is
has been selected in the KDHE 2025 intended use plan (IUP) to apply for a loan
in the amount of $3,000,000 from the Kansas Water Pollution Control Revolving
Fund to replace sewer infrastructure. Administrator Jones said he has been in
contact with Brian Foster with BG Consultants regarding updated cost for the
project.

NEW BUSINESS 
• Lake Committee Recommendation: Application for Council Grove Lake Park Boundary

Line Adjustment: G-7
o City Administrator Nick Jones read the recommendation from the Lake Committee for

the Council to approve a boundary line adjustment for Stephaine Hall leaseholder of G-7
of about 34ft to encompass the shed that is currently located on city commons area. After
discussion Councilperson Jason Booker made a motion to approve the recommendation
from the Lake Committee. The motion was seconded by Councilperson Nathan Adams.
Motion carried 4 - 0

• Alcohol Consumption and Sale at Community Events Application: Council Grove Public
Library: 

o The event was cancelled and will be rescheduled at a later date.

• OfÏce Committee Recommendation:
o Employee Vacation Policy

City Administrator Nick Jones read the recommendation from the Office Committee to
approve the updated Vacation Leave Policy E-4 in the Employee Policy Handbook.
Which consist of additional vacation time for all full-time employees. After discussion
Councilperson Jason Booker made a motion to approve the updated Vacation Leave
Policy. The motion was seconded by Councilperson Mark Bemer. Motion carried 3-1
with Councilperson Nathan Adams voting against the motion.



• Appendix A: Vacation Leave Accrual Schedule for Full-time Employees

0-3 years 15 days / {3 weeks) 

4-7 years 20 days/ {4 weeks) 

8-11 years 25 days/ (5 weeks) 

12-15 years 30 days/ (6 weeks) 

16-19 35 days/ (7 weeks) 

20+ years I 40 days/ (8 weeks) 

o Worker Safety-Protective Footwear Policy
City Administrator Nick Jones read the recommendation from the Office Committee to
approve the revised Article M-3 of the City Employee Policy Manual Worker Safety
Protective Footwear. The old policy only allowed for reimbursement of $30 dollars per
year for shoes or booted with toe protection. The new policy would allow for
reimbursement of up to $250 for a pair of shoes or boots with toe protection with
submission of a receipt of purchase. City Attorneys Brian Henderson and Molly Priest
recommended a revision on the policy to include up to $250 per year. After discussion
Councilperson Mark Berner made a motion to approve the revised policy for protective
footwear. The motion was seconded by Councilperson Denise Hartman.

Motion Carried 4- 0 
ARTICLE M. WORKER SAFETY. 

Old Policy: 
M-3. PROTECTIVE FOOTWEAR. The city requires all employees who are involved with heavy
objects or equipment to wear metal or fiberglass tipped footwear to prevent the most common
type of foot injuries. The city will reimburse employees $15 for each pair of shoes or boots with
toe protection, up to $30 per year.

New Policy: 
M-3. PROTECTIVE FOOTWEAR. The city requires all employees who are involved with heavy
objects or equipment to wear metal or fiberglass tipped footwear to prevent the most common
type of foot injuries. The city will reimburse employees up to $250 for each pair of shoes or
boots with toe protection with submission of a receipt of purchase.

GOVERNING BODY COMMENTS 
11 Mayor Debi Schwerdtfeger- said Candlelight ChrÎ was busy and enjoyed seeing the 

town so busy and that she handed out over 600 gifts at the event. She also wished the 
Council Grove Braves football team good luck in there upcoming game. 

11 Councilperson Mark Berner - NI A 
11 Councilperson Denise Hartman - said the town was busy and that the Candlelight 

Charm event was great. 
11 Councilperson Sean Honer - Absent 
11 Councilperson Na than Adams - NI A 
11 Councilperson Sharon Haun - Absent 
11 Councilperson Jason Booker - said Holidays are coming up and we have seen the last 

of the warm weather. 
11 City Attorney Brian Henderson - NI A 
11 Assistant City Attorney Molly Priest - NI A 
11 City Administrator Nick Jones - said the city received a $18,000 grant from the 

Nystrom Foundation to go toward the Riverwalk Amphitheater project. Jones said the 
grant will be combined with match month with the Area Foundation. 

11 Mayor Schwerdtfeger asked for a motion to adjourn. Councilperson Mark Bemer made a 
motion to adjorã. Councilperson Nathan Adams seconded the motion. 
Motion carried 4 - 0 



Mayor ATTEST: Nick Jones 



City Council Meeting Minutes 
December 3, 2024 

WELCOME AND CALL TO ORDER 
Mayor Debi Schwertfeger called the regular City Council Meeting to order. Council members 
present were Jason Booker, Mark Bemer, Denise Hartman, Sean Honer, Nathan Adams and 
Sharon Haun through Zoom, also present were the City Administrator Nick Jones Others 
attending were Jan Sciacca, Karen Exon, Shelley Dunham, Ryan McDonald, Sharon Mc Vay, 
Fred BmÎers, Brian Foster, Angie Schwerdtfeger, Zoey Wadick, Jim Crosby, Pastor Billy 
Kryger 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

INVOCATION: Pastor Billy Kryger 

PUBLIC COMMENT: NIA 

CONSENT AGENDA: 
Councilperson Jason Booker made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda as presented in the packet. 
Councilperson Denise Hartman seconded the motion. Motion Carried 6 - 0 The consent agenda consisted 
of: 

• Correction to Minutes from 11-05-2024
• October 19, 2024, Minutes
• October 19, 2024, to Current Appropriations.
• Cabin Transfers: NIA
• Renewal: Application for License to sell cereal malt beverages: Ray's Apple Market
• Renewal: Corporate Application for License to sell cereal malt beverages: Pizza Hut

OLD BUSN�SS 

• Safe Routes to School: Update
o City Administrator Nick Jones told the Council that Bettis is back forming and

pouring sidewalks and will continue to work on completing the project as there
have been some weather delays. Crçently they have 30 days to complete the
project.

• Sewer Project: Updated cost estimates - Brian Foster BG Consultants:
o Brian Foster with BG Consultants presented to the Council updated sewer project cost

estimates to address issues with problem areas in the sewer system. The project includes
10,000 feet sewer line of either rehabbing or replacement of the line along with rehabbing
20 manholes. Mr. Foster provided cost estimates and funding options for 20- or 30-years
loans through KDHE with a 20-year repayment cost of $17.50 per month on each sewer
bill and a 30-year repayment cost of $13.50 per month on each sewer bill. The annual
cost estimate to repay a 20-year loan at 2.33% is $198,737.95 and a 30-year loan at
2.72% with an annual estimated cost of $154,901.44. The Council didn't decided on
which loan terms they will opt for. Discussion was had on whether to pay for the
Engineering Design of $223,000 so BG Consultants can start working on the project
before funding is in place. Councilperson Mark Bemer made a motion to approve the
Engineering Design cost in the amount of $223,000 from the sewer fund. The motion was
seconded by Councilperson Nathan Adams. Motion carried 6 - 0

User Rate Analysis 
Sanitary Sewer Improvements 
City of Council Grove. Kansas 

Option No. 1 - Collection System Pipe Lining & Repairs 
BG Project No. 22-1103M 

Proiect Cost $ 
Princioal Foroiveness 
USDA Grant 
Loan Amount Financed $ 
Annual Interest f%) 
Years o'f Loan 
Term per Vear 
Terms 
Loan Pavment ��er Term $ 
Annual Loan Pavment $ 

. /. .. .. 
Sewer Con 
Averace Monthlv Increase Per Customer $ 

NEW BUSINESS 

�Î¸UI×C. LU yr 

3,162.750 s 

3.162.750 s 
2.33 

20 
2.0 

4-0.0 
99.368.98 s 

198.737.95 s 
953 

17.40 s 

- 30 yr 

3.162.750 

3.162.750 
2.72 

30 
2.0 

60.0 
77.450.72 

154.901.44 
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13.50 



• Governmental Associates Service Contract - KDHE Application/Environmental Review
Brett Waggoner with Govenßental Associates Services presented a contract for service for
submittal of a KS-WPCTF Loan application for Sanitary Sewer System Project and
Environmental Review in accordance with the rules and regulations set forth by each State and
Federal agency involved. The cost of the service is $8,500. Councilperson Booker asked if the
cost could come from the sewer fund and Administrator Jones said it can come out of the Sewer
fund. A motion was made by Councilperson Mark Bemer to approve the contract for $8,500 to
come from the Sewer Fund. The motion was seconded by Nathan Adams. Motion carried 6 - 0

• Softball Club End of Year Report: Jim Crosby
Jim Crosby with the Council Grove Softball Club updated the Council on a successful season and
informed the Council that over the past 9 years excluding the covid year when there was no
activities that the Softball Club has given back $108,700 to families and organizations. Mr.
Crosby requested the use of the softball facility for the 2025 season. Councilperson Denise
Hartman made a motion to approve the request for use of the Softball Facility in 2025. The
motion was seconded by Councilperson Nathan Adams. Motion carried 6- 0

• OfÏce Committee Recommendation: Appointment of CVB Director
Mayor Debi Schwerdtfeger read the recommendation from the OfÏce Committee to appoint Zoey
Wadick to Convention & Visitors Bureau Director for the City of Council Grove at an hour
$22.12 per hour. This position is an exempt position under FSLA. Appointment is contingent
upon passing a background check and Drug/Alcohol Screening. Position start date will be January
2, 2025. After discussion Councilperson Jason Booker made a motion to approve the
recommendation of the OfÏce Committee. The motion was seconded by Councilperson Denise
Hartman. Motion carried 6 - 0

• Appointment of Streetscape Committee

■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 

Mayor Debi Schwerdtfeger appointed the following to the Downtown Streetscape Committee.
Tim Tyner, Steve White, Nicky Tiffany, Dusty Samuels, Steve Crichton, Jake Dugan. Mayor
Schwerdtfeger asked for a motion to approve the appointment of the Downtown Streetscape
Committee. Councilperson Mark Bemer made a motion to approve the appointments of the
Streetscape Committee. The motion was seconded by Councilperson Denise Hartman.
Motion carried 6 - 0

GOVERNING BODY COMMENTS 
Mayor Debi Schwerdtfeger -NI A 
Councilperson Mark Berner -NI A 
Councilperson Denise Hartman -N/ A 
Councilperson Sean Honer - N/ A 
Councilperson Nathan Adams -NIA
Councilperson Sharon Haun -Absent 
Councilperson Jason Booker - said it's Holiday Season and likes seeing all the lights. 
City Attorney Brian Henderson - Absent 
Assistant City Attorney Molly Priest - Absent 
City Administrator Nick Jones-NIA 

Mayor Schwerdtfeger asked for a motion to adjorã. Councilperson Sean Honer made a 
motion to adjorã. Councilperson Denise Hartman seconded the motion. 
Motion carried 6 - 0 

Mayor 

ATTEST: 

Nick Jones 
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